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said to begin, if the Holy Empire in its old meaning comes to an end. The accession of Maximilian I coincides with so many important developments that it may be looked upon as a landmark in history.
The old order was passing away, and the new birth, the Eenaissance, had taken its rise in Italy and already crossed the Alps. Ancient custom and tradition had received a fatal blow in 1453, with the taking of Constantinople and the fall of the Eastern Empire. In the latter half of the fifteenth century, the so-called New Learning had spread far and wide ; a return to classical taste in letters, in art, and in architecture. Printing had brought the treasures of learning within reach of all, and books were no longer confined to the clergy; the invention of gunpowder was changing the face of war, and making of no avail the chivalry of gallant knights like Bayard ; while regular drilled troops were steadily replacing the militia of feudal vassals. But perhaps the one event which brought most change to the ideas of men, was the stupendous widening of their horizon by the discovery of America, and the effect of this was heightened by the new teaching of the geographer and astronomer that their world was no firm plain with encircling ocean— the centre of the universe—but a mere globe swept round in a solar system amidst countless others. The thoughts and beliefs of men were shaken to their very foundation, and we can scarcely wonder that the long-revered scholastic philosophy of the Middle Ages was treated with ridicule, and men began to look upon the Gothic cathedrals and abbeys with the same indifference as they felt towards the mysti-wn t«* f:iw*« «»•* flip mother of Fran^in I; in luff r l\M'm% ronf^r«'iirf* \V.T« irj^^nritl^Ivlit* «}ui^n' * i MUMM may know how to iiml with van n,. hat- , 'c! w«* riutiiot wc*n<l«T that iii n iuoin*«nt of l)itirnu*8H slu- Mhoulil luivr tMCi'liiiiuril to hrr H«iiis thf hi'ir tif so mwh wiiht«*tl nuthority :
